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1 PRT. III. 15, 16. 


Be ready always to give an anſwer to 
every man that aſketh you a reaſon of 
the hope that is in you, with meek- 
neſs and fear ; 

Having a good conſcience, that whereas 
they ſpeak evil of you as of evil doers, 
they may be aſhamed who falſely ac- 
cuſe your good converſation in Chriſt. 


HE firſt part of this paſſage ſeemeth 
not eaſily reconcileable, either with 
the plain ſcope and deſign of the e- 
piſtle where it is found, (which is, 

throughout a call to the ſimplicity of chriſtian 

holineſs;) or with the profeſſions and exhor- 
tations of our Author's beloved brother Paul, 

(who every where diſclaimeth and decrieth diſ- 

putation, and the poryar, the elements of hu- 

man philoſophy, and the enticing words of 
man's wiſdom ;) or with the example of our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who, we read, refuſed 
to give anſwers to the many queſtions put to 
him by the malevolent high prieſt concerning 
his diſciples and his doctrine. bs 


IN 


TY 


In oppoſition to all this, the paſſage before 
us ſeemeth to preſcribe reaſoning and diſputa- 
tion on the ſubject of our chriſtian hope, and 
hath, accordingly, been ſet in the front of ma- 
ny diſcourſes of the polemical kind, as the ca- 
non and warrant which authorizeth and requi- 
reth chriſtian Divines, and, indeed, all chriſt- 
1ans, to employ themſelves, as often as occaſion 
hall offer itſelf, -in theological diſpute and al- 


tercation with oppoſing infidels. Nay, a T wri- 


ter of ſome note in the world of metaphyſicks 
and abſtraction, hath even. ventured to aſcribe 
the wonderful propagation of the goſpel in the 
firſt Ages of the Church, to the influence of 
this precept of St. Peter, which he repreſenteth 
as having urged the primitive Chriſtians to 
furniſh themſelves with apt matter of reply 
& to all queſtions, which,” -ſaith he, in the 
„common courſe of things would ariſe, when 
a ſyſtem was propoſed, different from what 
had obtained before, and in many points en- 
* tirely inconſiſtent with matters which had 

« been reckoned ſacre . 
WHETHER the converſions of thoſe ge- 
nuine Chriſtians who adorned the firſt ages of 
the Church of Chriſt were effected by theſe 
ſuppoſed efforts of human reaſon, or by a 
more powerful, tho' apparently a feebler, cauſe, 
may eaſily be learned from a commonly atten- 
tive ſurvey, of the hiſtories which relate thoſe 
converſions... At preſent we may juſt obſerve, 
that ſubtle, -kilofophical reaſonings are little 

I Conybeare's Def. of Rev. Rel. p. 1. 
| FF likely 
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likely to have any ſhare in gaining thoſe 
converts, whoſe common ſenſe hath been more 
than once called in queſtion by men of reaſon 
and refinement, + for nothing elſe but becauſe 
they have betrayed an ignorance in certain points 
of | philoſophy and literature; and, in the ve 
fookiſbneſs. of preaching, ſeem to have directed al if 
their endeavours, not ſo much to the adapting if 
the doctrines of Chriſt's religion tophiloſophical 
ſtandards, as to the enforcing of meekneſs and 
humility and repentance, and to the ſanctifying 
and cleanſing, thro' a living faith in Chriſt, the 
hearts of their diſciples from all thoſe impuri- 
ties of fleſh and ſpirit, which will alike hold 
the wiſe and the fooliſh who are defiled by 
them, in a ſtate of alienation from God and 
heavenly immortality. But whatever may be- 
come of this remark, and how great ſoever the 4 
propriety may be thought to be, of giving an 1 
anſwer to every ſort of attack which is made on i 
the goſpel of Chriſt, we may at leaſt venture to 
affirm that the words of St. Peter, now before 
us, muſt by no means be cited as countenan- 
- cing, much leſs as preſcribing ſuch procedure. 
f IT hath been already hinted that the ſcope 
ſe ud tenor of this whole epiſtle is to build up ho- 
a ph. fincere, patient, humble, perſevering chriſt- 
e, ans, not to form a ſchool of diſputants, ready 
- W to take the alarm and ſnatch up the pen at eve- 
ſe ty bold and blaſphemous ſuggeſtion of infide- 
e, iy: and the paſſage now in our view is dic- 
lc MW tated with the ſame deſign, in the ſame ſpirit of 
II + Barbeyrac and Dr. Middleton. 
ft A 2 meek- 


1 
meekneſs with the other parts of the epiſtle. 
Read it, indeed, in the tranſlation from which 
I have been obliged to cite it, and it will ſeem 
to bear the very ſenſe, in which, by being ſo 
read, it hath been haſtily underſtood. But take 
the original into your hand, and you will find 
that what is there commanded you, is, to be al- 
ways (not, furniſhed with apt matter of reply to 
every cavilling queſtion ; an impracticable, un- 
meaſurable taſk to the very prodigies of learn- 
ing! how much more, to the ſimple and un- 
learned? but,) erayuer, diſpoſed and willing, (the 
conſtant ſenſe of the word eroπά) pos Ho- 
J to offer an apology to every man, (not that ar- 
rogantly demandeth, but,) arreri peta TeavryTe: 
xa: Sog, that, with meekneſs, and reverence to 
the ſubjeft, 'aſreth, requeſteth of you, Xoyov, (not 
us £ATios, but IIEPI T5 erich) a diſcourſe, 
(for the word Aoyos never ſignifieth a reaſon, in 
the ſenſe which that word beareth in our bible- 
tranſlation of this verſe, and can here ſignify no- 
thing elſe but a diſcourſe) concerning the hope 
which is in you, the divine doctrines by which 
ye hope to attain eternal ſalvation: Having, 
maintaining, @ good conſcience, that whereas they, 


(not the meek, reverential enquirer, but, the 


turious enemies of the croſs of Chriſt) ſpeak evil 
of you as of evil dbers, they may be aſhamed ubs 
thus falſely accuſe your good converſation in Chr il. 

IT. is notorious that the doctrines of Chriſt's 
religion and it's profeſſors were, in thoſe days of 
rebuke and blaſphemy, every where ſpoken a- 


gainſt and miſrepreſented ; and what could be 
| | more 
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more proper and neceſſary, than that chriſtians 


ſhould be thus willing and diſpoſed to undeceive 
fincere, ingenuous, modeſt enquirers; to lay the 
matter of fact before them; to give them a de- 
tail of the genuine doctrines of the goſpel, with 


their plain, ſimple, immediate evidence; to diſ- 


wow the monſtrous doctrines and practices, 
which, as we learn from the old apologiſts, 
were laid to the charge of the goſpel and it's 
profeſſors ; and, above all, by a clear conſcience 
and an uniformly well-ordered life, to retort 
ſhame upon the le accuſers of their blameleſs 
converſation. 8 
Tuls is the apology which the apoſtle here 
requireth faithful chriſtians to be ever willing 
and diſpoſed to offer. The word arToAoyia will 
not be found, either in the new teſtament or in 


ancient authors, to ſignify any thing elſe than. 


ſuch a defence as I have now deſcribed ; © a 


plain and true ſtate of facts, which have been 


* miſrepreſented to the prejudice of ſuch per- 
* {ons or things, as the apologiſt is concerned to 
* vindicate.” And if ſome of the ancient chriſt- 
an writers, who gave to their performances the 
title of apology, proceeded farther than this, and, 


leaving the ſolid ground of fact expatiated into 


the airy regions of metaphyſical reaſoning, this 
procedure muſt be placed to the account of their 
own indiſcretion ; nor can any argument bedrawn 
from their example, to evince that ſuch reaſon- 
ng 1s recommended or countenanced by St. Pe- 
ter in the paſſage under our conſideration. 


TAN 


(#7 5 
Tre ſenſe now given of that paſſage, indiſ- 
putably it's true and genuine ſenſe, will ſerve to 
remove the difficulty intimated to you imme- 
diately on our entrance upon this ſubject, name- 
ly, that of reconciling this precept of St. Peter 
with the example of our bleſſed Saviour, and 


with the repeated profeſſions and exhortations of 


St. Paul. „ ca 
Or our bleſſed Saviour we read, as hath been 


obſerved, that he was by no means diſpoſed, 
but peremptorily refuſed, to give ſuch an an- 
ſwer, as St. Peter's words have been thought to 
recommend, to the captious queſtions of the high 
prieſt, concerning his diſciples and his doctrine: 
yet will He be found to have advanced the very 
kind of apology whoſe nature hath now been 
ſet before you. St. Paul will aſſure us that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, before Pontius Pilate, witneſſed 
a good confeſſion, made, for himſelf and for his 
doctrines, a juſt and proper apology. Where 
then doth this good confeſſion, this ſtandard- 
apology occur ? It conſiſted in nothing elſe than 
his aſſerting, with a conſcious dignity, the plain 
faf: ©* To this end was I born, and for this 
« cauſe came I into the world, thatImight bear 
« witneſs to the truth; every one that 1s of the 
truth heareth my voice.” And if the govern- 
our had ſeriouſly put the queſtion what is 
truth?“ and had waited for an anſwer to it, 
can we ſuppoſe, as ſome ſeem to ſuppoſe, who 
have undertaken to ſupply the defect of our 
bleſſed Saviour's reply, that He would have led 
the enquirer through the labyrinth of metaphy- 


ſical 
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* : bs. 


« Ver he, 3 the way, the ruth and the life, 
« no man cometh to the father but by me,” In 
his account, you ſee, the trutb, emphatically 
ſpeaking, is that guide which leadeth us unto 
God, and that guide i is Chriſt. Again, If any 
e man will do his will, he ſhall — of the 
« doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
i ſpeakof'x myſelf.” The knowledge then, which 
alone — deſerveth that name, the know- 
edge which , ayaileth; unto ſalvation, is to be 


| ſought, not!? inter ſilvas academi, in the woods, 


the, endleſs intricacies of ſceptical diſputation, 
but in an honeſt, and good, and penitent heart; 
inflamed with an carneſt deſire to hear, and a 
ſtedtaſt purpoſe. to obey the word of God. It is 
this rel attachment of the heart to our heaven» 
by inſtructor, and not the; elementary, truths, as 

e looſe conclufions have been ſtiled, of ſcience 


falſely ſo called, this, I ſay, is the rock on which | 
the houſe will ſtand impregnable againſt the rain 


and vyind and floods; this Is the armour which 
will render the plain, unlettered; {imple chriſt- 
jan a nobler champion for the cauſe of Jehovah 
and his anointed, than even men, who, in their 


own conceit, can render a reaſun for every ſtep 


of God's procedure in the creation, Serben, 


and redemption of mankind: Bake 
Wr have ſeen the conſiſtency between our 


bleſſed Saviour's conduct and the genuine: ſenſe 
of the paſſage before us. And the ſame conſiſt- 
B ency 
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[ 10 } | 
ency will, at firſt fight, appear between it and 
the profeſſions and exhortations of St. Paul. 
The apoſtle every where indeed, as we have be- 
fore obſerved, diſelaimeth the diſputing philoſo- 
phy of the Greeks, the enticing words of man's 
wildom, thoſe ſubtle reaſonings which the words 
of my text have generally been underſtood and 
quoted to authorize: And in conformity to this 
lentiment we read, that tho' he therefore with- 
UreW himſelf; + as St. Late ſeemeth to intimate, 
from the citele of Abemun philoſophers, becauſe 
they mocked at his doctrine of the teſurtection, 
and loudly demandad a diſputation With him up- 
on that curious ſubſect, conceiving, probably, 
that they were able to demonſtrite the impoſſi- 
bility of the fact by arguments u Vibri: yet did 
this very Paul frequently ſtand forth W e N 
v I to make a formal ig for him felf and 
for his hope in Chriſt Jeſus; and exprefly in- 
formeth us that he is appointed us aroAoyity 78 
Ever yl, I to fet forth and declare the doftrinei 
of the goſpel by his preaching, and to exempli- 
fy them by his converſation : a taſk which in 
what manner he executed, how agreeably to St. 
Peter's idea of the chriſtian apology, let his life 
and writings declare | | 45 
LIT us now take an uninterrupted view of 
the paſſage under our confideration, thus ex- 
ponnded according to it's plain, obvious fnean- 
ing, together with it's context. 

1 AB. 17. 33. Ras OTTAE » Hans, bub, 


1 This word is always uſed in the Ad, where St. Paul's de- 
fences are mention d. 1 Philip. 1. 17. 
THB 


1 

TE whole of it containeth an affeRianate 
exhortation to perſeyerance in chriſtian duty, 
whatever dangers and difficulties may be thrawn 
in our way from the malice and violence of 
wicked men. If ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs 
« happy are ye. And be not afraid of their 
« fear, neither be ye diſturbed ; but ſanctify the 
1 Lord God in your hearts, let Him be your 
* only object of fear, your only armour againſt 
« eyery other. Yet if any one ſhall, with gentle- 
« neſs and reverence, requeſt of you to ſet be- 
fore him in diſcourſe, the great, important 
c doctrines of the goſpel, on which your hope of 
« ſalyation reſteth, be not backward, be always 
“ willing and diſpoſed to ſet it forth in it's own 
* native and beautiful ſimplicity, and, by a plain 
declaration of facts, become it's ay ſpells A. 
e gainſt thoſe foul accuſations, which, by the al- 
« legation of falſe facts, have been framed a- 
« gainſt it. Sollicitouſly careful, in the mean 
e time, to preſerve your conſciences unſpotted, 


| ec and clear from the taint of any of thoſe nor- 


* mous crimes, which it is uſual for abandoned 
* men to lay to the charge of thoſe, who run 
e not with them to the ſame exceſs of riot, but 
«are earneſt to call a profligate world to repen- 
« tance and a living faith in Jeſus Chrift : your 
* conſciences being thus pure and untainted, the 
* monſtrous accuſations of your perſecutors will 
fall upon their own heads; ſhame ſhall be 
« their portion, when it ſhall appear, upon the 
* moſt malignant ſcrutiny, that ye are innocent 
* of thoſe ſcandalous practices which they had 

4 alledged 


[ 12 ] 
ce alledged againſt you, in order to diſcredit the 
« goſpel through it's profeſſors,” 

THE propoſition obviouſly implied in this 
precept of. St. Peter, a precept of never-ceaſing 
obligation, is this, that the true and only de- 
fence and recommendation of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, conſiſteth in the ſetting. forth of the 
truth of facts, in oppoſition to falſe allegations 
advanced ; and in maintaining that innocence 
and clearneſs in life and manners, which may 
make the falſe accuſer aſhamed. No proceſs of 
time hath altered or can alter the nature and 
ſtate of the everlaſting goſpel: the ſame evi- 
dence, thro' all ages, inviteth all mankind to 
embrace it, and when embraced, it is the ſame 

wer of God unto ſalvation to every one that 
believeth ; that, with the implicit, active affent 
of a meek and penitent heart, giveth himſelf up 
to it's guidance, Let the chriſtian advocate ſet 
forth the goſpel of Chriſt, as the powerful in- | 
ſtrument employed by God for the ſalvation of 
all, who repent and place their confidence in the 
Redeemer ; let his life be conformable to the 
doctrines he profeſſeth; and then let him reſt 
perſwaded that God will, without the help of 
philoſophick labours, provide for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of his church, however the heathen may 
furiouſly rage together, however the kings of 
the earth may ſtand up, and the rulers take 
counſel together againſt the Lord and againſt his 
anointed. That apology for the goſpel which 
was enjoined to St. Paul +, and which St, Peter 


| 3 P hiltp. I. 17. Eis AToMeyicey TY Evayſcas xt. = os 
: enjoineth 


131 


enjoineth to all true believers, extendeth no far- 


ther than to this ſetting forth of the plain, ge- 
nuine doctrines of the goſpel, (repentance to- 


wards God, and faith, affiance in our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and his appointed means of falvation,) 
and 3 them by the allegation of thoſe 


, miraculous facts, and prophecies fulfilled, by 


which our bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles aſcer- 
tained their divine miſſion. 
Tux buſy Vanity of unbelievers will indeed 
attack this glorious goſpel by reaſonings drawn 
from all the ſources of human learning; but 
this is the one apology which is able to repel 
them all. It was by this kind of appeal to the 
written word of God, that our bleſſed Saviour 
put to ſilence, in the wilderneſs, the grand ad- 
verſary of mankind ; and the fame appeal will 


| ever be found ſufficient, A not to filence, yet to 


overcome all thoſe who fight under his banner. 
Let but chriſtians hold themſelves intrenched in 
their own conſecrated ground, the ground on 
which the chriſtian faith was built by its inſpi- 
red apologiſts, namely the foundation of the a- 
poſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
the chief corner ſtone. and all arguments level- 
led againſt this faith from the armoury of meta- 
phyſicks and the imagined reaſons of things, 
will fall harmleſs to the earth. But if they once 
deſert this advantageous, this naturally fortified 
poſt, and, Grd eagerneſs for the honour of 
a victory, purſue the enemy into the bogs and 
quagmires of abſtract reaſoning, the very pro- 
vince of the ruler of the darkneſs of this world, 

they 
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a victory which none beſides will er £49 2h 


[x4 } 
they will then fall a ſure prey to his devices. 
Thoſe wane which are mighty to the pulling 
down of ſtrong holds, and arm the chriſtian 
warriour to the overthrow of reaſonings, + and 
of every thought that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, will be 
here of no uſe to them; and though their own 
conceit, or the flattery of their friends may com- 
pliment them as on a victory obtained by the 
fleſhly weapons of philoſophy, yet it is probably 


at beſt, a victory which doth not any whit ſub- 
due the ſtubborn enemy, nor advance the king- 


dom of God in the hearts of thoſe, who call 


themſelves the friends of the chriſtian cauſe: 
nay, perhaps, however undifputed, it is ſuch a 


victory, as, proceeding upon ſome fancied, falſe 
Hypotheſis, the truth of the goſpel is altogether 


unconcerned in. | 
Tur more there is of truth in theſe reflec- 


tions, the more is it to be lamented, that almoſt | 
| the whole current of theological labours hath, 


of late years, been directed into the channel of 
abſtract reaſoning ; and iflue hath been joined 


with infidels upon points, which, admitting only 


of topical argumentation, could never, by the 
wit of man, be fo determined, as to put an end 
to the controverſy, but left ſtill an infinite field 
of cavil to ingenious ſubtlety ; a field in which 
the celebrated ſceptic Bayle is known to have 
boaſted, that no queſtion could occur, of which 


* 2 Cor. 10. 5. Aoyiegatts ecthaupurres, 
| he 


3 
he was not able to defend either ſide with equal 
appearance of probability. . e 

T will not therefore, I hope, be thought an 
uſeleſs undertaking, to attempt to evince the ne- 
deſſary weakneſs of human reaſon in metaphyſi- 
cal or abſtract diſquiſition; and to call back the 
labdurs of chriſtian writers and preachers, at 
leaſt to direct thoſe of the riſing generation, to 
their proper province, the enforcing of chriſtian 
truths by their own chriſtian arguments, and by 
the ſtill more prevailing argument of a chriſtian 
life, a good conſcience, and faith unfeigned. 
_ IT 18 not to be denied or doubted, that the 
teaſoh of man is ſufficiently qualified for the 
diſcovery of truth, in every inſtance where the 
whole tnerits of the cauſe can be laid before her. 
Let but the ideas compared by her be diſtin 
and clear, and their agreements or repugnancirs 
evident and certain, and her concluſions will and 
maſt be irtefragably true. al TRA 

Bu r it. muſt be remembered that this is a 
compliment, which being founded on the two- 
fold ſuppoſition, of clearneſs, and evidence, can 
ſeldom turn to her advantage. Give her her ſta- 
ble, fixed point, and, as Archimedes boaſted, ſhe 
will move the world, lead her followers into 
certain and indubitable truth. Yet how ſeldom 
doth it happen, that the diſquiſitions of reaſon can 
turn upon fixed and fable points! run over all 
the forts of ſubjects on which her ſpeculation is 
uſually employed, and you will find in moſt of 
them, that ſome part or other of the ſyſtem is 
lame and imevident, that ſome link of the chain 
is 


[ 26 ] 
is looſely and weakly connected with it's fel- 
lows. e 
Bur ſuppoſing reaſon to be happily able, 
firſt, to examine and view clearly her ideas, and 
next, by a judicious introduction of proofs, to 
diſcover, with. the moſt -glaring evidence, the 
connection between them; it will ſtill remain 
to be enquired, whether the concluſion obtained 
be worth the pains which have been employed 
in ſearching after it. It may, after all, prove a 
ſhining bubble, which, when caught, is found 
void of ſubſtantial - reality. Let the perceptions 
be ever ſo clear and diſtin, let the relation be- 
tween them be ever ſo glaringly evident, yet, if 
the ideas compared have nothing in nature cor- 
reſpondent to them, the knowledge. gained by 
them will {till be all mockery and deluſion, and 
though dignified with the pompous title of a 
propoſition of eternal truth, will no more approach 
to reality, than the idle tales related in ſome ro- 
mancde. en $4 8 
ON this account alſo, the diſquiſitions of rea- 
ſon will be found miſerably defective. Notwith- 
ſtanding her boaſted, rapid flight beyond the 
ſtars, notwithſtanding her pretended free excur- 
Hons into the inviſible region of ſpirits, yet are 
moſt of her concluſions, ; nay all, (but ſuch as 
are founded upon clear, known facts,) at beſt 
ingenious, conjectures : her work is built upon 
meer ſuppoſitions, which though they be, by the 
prevalency of philoſophick faſhion, univerſally 
perhaps, embraced, yet are ſeen from time to 
time dying away, after having eee mw 
eaſon, 
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ſeaſon, and giving way to others, which muſt, 
in their turns too, wither and fall te the ground- 

Tux truth of this aſſertion is but too preg- 
nantly teſtified by thoſe enormous heaps of for- 
gotten volumes, which, by the care of the curious, 
have, in ſome repoſitories, eſcaped the ruins of 
time: volumes, which, in their day, procured to 
their authors the reputation of ſubtle wits, diſ- 
coverers of truth, irrefragable reaſoners, but are 
now twirled over with the ſame ſmile of pity, 
which will in a few years, perhaps, be beſtowed 
on thoſe enligbtened writers who pity them. 

Tnus will terminate the glory of — dehinea- 
trons of the religion of nature; diſcourſes on the 
ideas of beauty and virtue; illuſtrations upon the 
moral ffs eſſays on man, and on the origin 


of evil ; reaſonings a priori concerning the being 


| and attributes of God ; pleadings for | the expe- 


diency of a revelation, as a moral rule, when it's 
certainty and it's deſtination to a more important 
pages is confirmed to us by divine 9 : 

ical objections againſt the bible and goſpel- 


hiſtories ; diſquifitions concerning the propriety of 


God's procedure in the fall and redemption of 
mankind ; all ſuch performances, grounded 
on arbitrary ſuppoſitions, fantaſtic ideas, or un- 
ſcriptural conceptions of the divine eſſence and 


Economy, and of the ſtate and hiſtory of man; 


ſuch performances muſt fall, and in God's good 
time muſt all give way together to ſcripture- 
authority, to wholeſome words, and the doctrine 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift; and in 
the mean time, they muſt ſucceſſively give way 

| "2 to 


CR. XC —— IIS. IOC og 1 


[x8 ] 
to the new airy ſyſtems and fancied diſcoveries 
of riſing adventurers, who ſeek for earthly glory 
and honour and immortality by the fubtle and 
dextrous exerciſe of metaphyſick wit. 

Bu T if the field of abſtract ſpeculation yield 
no firm ground to our ſteps ; if reaſon here walk- 
eth in a vain ſhadow, and diſquiteth herſelf in 
vain ; it will be aſked, what then is her proper 

rovince ? on what ſoil may ſhe tread ſecurely ? 
i anſwer briefly, that matter of fact is the only 
ſure and ſteady baſis, whereon concluſions can 
be firmly erected. Where plain act lieth evident 
before us, there we can reaſon with ſtrength 
and confidence ; where this is wanting, there 
the train of reaſoning, however ſubtle and re- 
fined, is nothing more than ſpecious declamation. 
And agreeably hereto we may obſerve, that, 
whatever reception rhetorical logick might find 
in the rabble audiences of ancient Greece and 
Rome, nothing is more idly attended to in our 
courts of judicature, than the reaſonings of an 
orator, who afteQteth to advance arguments 4 
priori drawn from topical ſources, neglecting 
thoſe evidences of fact, by which the judges 
are always directed to regulate their verdict. 


In all metaphyſical reaſonings, whether hav- 


ing God, or man, or nature for their object, there 
is and muſt be a tacit reference to reality and 


Ja#, which He muſt be ſuppoſed to know, who 


is ſuppoſed to obtain knowledge by means of theſe 
reaſonings. Thus he who would metaphyſical- 
ly demonſtrate a ſyſtem of thoſe religious truths, 
which concern the human ſpecies, muſt _ 

oully 
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ouſly know, in act and reality, what the divine 
being is in his nature, will, and attributes, and 
alſo what is the nature and conſtitution of man; 
for what purpoſes he was created, what chan- 
ges have 1 N in him, what changes are 
farther intended to be introduced, and what are 
the means appointed for introducing them. All 
abſtract reaſonings or eſſays on man without 
theſe præcognita, will neceſſarily abound with 
error and abſurdity ; and however wits may ad- 
mire, . or even fall down and worſhip them, he 
that dwelleth in heaven, and beholdeth afar off 
the wide wanderings of the ſelf-conceited mora- 
liſt, ſhall have them in deriſion. | 

AND yet, neceflary as this knowledge of facts 
is to thoſe rational diſquiſitions, whoſe aim is the 
diſcovery of real truth, reaſon with all her ſaga- 
cious ingenuity is utterly incapable of attaining: 
this knowledge, which can ordinarily come into 
the mind by no other way, than by the mediate 
or immediate teſtimony of the ſenſes. And ac- 
cordingly all thoſe facts or realities either con- 
cerning God himſelf and his acts, or the paſt' 
hiſtory and future deſtination of the human race, 
which He ſaw fitting to communicate to man- 
kind, are fignified to us, not by reaſon left to 
its own gueſſes, (which may imagine facts, but 
cannot of itſelf perceive, and diſcover them) but 
by declarations made to us by his Son, and by 
his apoſtles and prophets, authenticating their 
meſſage by aſtoniſhing and awful miracles. 


Ir will be demanded, did not reaſon, then, 


intimate certain facts to the heathen world con- 
| C 2 cerning 
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eerning the exiſtence and attributes of God, and 
the duties of man reſulting from thoſe attri- 
butes ? Were not the dictates of reaſon written 
in their hearts? and was it not by her light that 
they were, in the ſtile of the apoſtle, a law un- 
to themſelves ? 

I anſwer, firſt, that it is no conſequence, that 
becauſe the heathen world hadcertain juſt notions 
concerning the exiſtence and attributes of God, 
therefore theſe notions were inveſtigated by the 
reſearches of human reaſon ; becauſe the know- 
ledge of theſe things, which was communicated 
by revelations to the patriarchs, might naturally 
be derived from them to the reſt of the world, 
in their own and following ages: and alſo, be- 
cauſe we are actually informed by St. Paul, that 
+ wiſdom, or the efforts of reaſon, did not at- 
tain to, but ? rather obſcured and corrupted the 
knowledge of God; however ſuch a genius as 
Socrates, * might eaſily, in the things that are made, 
find matter for demonſtrating the exiſtence, and 
the wiſdom of a creator, who was before made 
known to him from traditional revelation. 

I anſwer, ſecondly, that it doth by no means 
follow, that becauſe the virtuous heathen were a 
law unto themſelves, therefore reaſon was that 
law. Reaſon, which is nothing more than a meer 
ſpeculative principle, able perhaps accurately to 
ſtate and limit and define the ſeveral ſpecies of 

+ 1 Cor. 1. 21. 0 vo di rug one un eyveo Tov O 


1 Rom. 1. 22. OxcoxovrTe; tai co, tpuwpavhyony: Kat M 


Tov Jokav Ts aPbaprs Oen e ¹Ekt vi d e Obaprs avipury, ras 
r Kat TETPA TOW KA gere run. | 

* Ten. Mem. cap. 5 Lib. 1. b 

Wn moral 


=» CH 2 00 = oa tes 


—_ 7 - 2 


L 211 
moral goodneſs, but utterly incapable of urging 
the man to virtuous practice; ſeeing and approv- 
ing the more excellent way, but powerleſs to 
lead us in it. Doth it not rather follow, that 
this faculty, which, where it hath ſhone bright- 
eſt, and ſeemed to point out the duty of man 
with the greateſt clearneſs, hath fo often failed 
of attaching men to the intereſts of virtue, can- 
not be the genuine ſource of moral gooodneſs in 
the heart? but that the law within us, the prin- 
ciple from which all holy defires, all good coun- 
ſels and all juſt works do proceed, is no other, 
than that good ſpirit of God, which will live 
and grow in every heart, chriſtian or heathen, 
in proportion to it's earneſtneſs of prayer to get 
looſe from the bondage of corruption, into the 
glorious liberty of the ſons of God. 
To return now to our ſubject. We have 
ſeen that the ground-work of all reaſoning is, 
and muſt be the knowledge of facts, and of the 
main circumſtances with which they are attend- 
ed if we expect the diſcovery of real truth as 
the reſult Ts enquiries :* and fince it is im- 
ible for man to know the things of God, + un- 
eſs God be his teacher, agreeably to our bleſſed 
Saviour's declaration, that no man knoweth the fa- 
ther but the ſon, and be to whomſoever the ſon will 
reveal him ; it will undeniably follow, that rea 
cannot ſet one right ſſep forward in ſpeculating 
divine things without this heavenly inſtruction. In 
ſpeculations, indeed, meerly human, ſuch as con- 
dern only the convenience or entertainment ot 
Me 1. 5: | | F 
civil 
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civil life, let the boundaries, if you pleaſe, of 


reaſon be enlarged ; let her be indulged in con- 
jectures and hypotheſes, on the ſubjects of phi- 
lology, antiquities, meaſures of civil government, 
the philoſophy of nature: or if ſhe take delight 
in more romantick ſcenery, let her amuſe her- 
ſelf with contemplating and arranging, in verſe 
or proſe, her own flimſy creations ; and, for the 
emolument of thoſe, whoſe aims extend no far- 
ther than to be ſpeculatively virtuous, let her, in 
the very ſpirit of the exploded ſchoolmen, bring 
forth her gaudy train of fine concluſions, dedu- 
ced from begged and arbitrary principles, con- 
cerning the native dignity and rectitude, the ea- 
ſy balance of the affections of the perverſe, cor- 
rupted, evil heart of man. But let her ever be- 
ware of calling to theſe fantaſtic ſtandards, the 
high and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity! of ſet- 
ting up her clear and diſtinct ideas, the unreal 
children of metaphyſical conceit, as the criterion 
of divine truth; and, from comparing her own 
ſhadowy, crude conceptions of God and hea- 
venly things, let her beware of raſhly pronoun- 
cing what the great eternal being is in himſelf, 
what he hath done, what he muſt, and what 
he cannot do in his dealings with mankind. 
Bur if the pride of reaſon will, at all events, 
be leading her Idolaters beyond the bounds of 
truth and ſoberneſs, to intrude into thoſe things 
which they have not ſeen, vainly puffed up by their 
fleſhly mind, ſtill let the chriſtian remember his 
proper, his only apology recommended by St. 
Peter. Let him ſtand within the ſacred ram- 
| part 
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part of God's written word; that word whoſe 
warrant and ſeal of truth, to thoſe who are not 


yet converted, are the miracles to which it con- 


ſtantly appealeth. The ſubtle adverſary will 
propoſe to diſcuſs with him certain previous 
queſtions, but let him ſtill bear in mind, that 
to the diſcuſſing of theſe queſtions, the know- 
ledge of certain facts is required, which are 
known only to God, and him to whomſoever 
God will reveal them. | 
THvs one cavilling infidel will pretend, that 
the wi/dom of the chriſtian diſpenſation muſt be 
cleared up, before the goſpel can be admitted as 
coming from God. He will urge that this diſ- 
penſation is needleſs, and tNerefore: not worth 
of God for its Author : he will alledge, that man 
ſtandeth in need of no ſuch help as the goſpel 
offereth ; and then, by way of proving his aſ- 
ſertion, he will undertake to prove, that reaſon 
holdeth forth a ſufficient and perfect rule of life; 
thus groſſly miſtaking the point in queſtion, and 
llurring over the great and main purpoſe of the 
manifeſtation of the ſon of God in the fleſh, the 
deſtroying the work of the devil in human na- 
ture, whoſe fall and ruin had been effected by 


| his ſucceſsful temptation of our firſt parents. 


How weakly would the ſuggeſtions of ſuch an 
infidel be encountered by a pen, which, utterly 
ſilent concerning the true neceſſity of a WY 
tion, ſhould be employed in diſcuſſing the fo- 
reign, immaterial queſtion, whether reaſon be 
ſufficient to point out a rule of kfe ! Would he 
not receive his moſt effectual confutation from 
our 


1 

our apoſtle's apologiſt, giving a plain and ſhort 
detail 2 his chriſtian As ; W his ad- 
verſary, on ſcripture- authority, (the beſt by which 
any paſt facts were ever aſcertained,) that Chriſ 
Jeſus came to ſave that which was hoſt, the ruin- 
ed race of mankind, fallen into a ſtate of death 
and alienation from God, and wanting, not fo 
much a rule as a reſtorer of hfe, a redeemer 
from the bondage of fin and corruption, a me- 
diator to bring man unto God ? 

OTHER infidels will be demanding fatisfac- 
tion to their doubts, with regard to certain cir- 
cumſtances attending the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
to certain facts briefly recorded, or certain future 
deſtinations intimatgd in the ſcriptures of the old 
and new teſtament ; they will call upon you to 
vindicate theſe ſuppoſed ways of God, tho' he 
hath himſelf aſſured you, that they are paſt find- 
ing out. You muſt inform them, as if you were 
in God's ſtead, why he ſhould create man with 
a capacity of falling; why all Adam's poſterity 
ſhould be involved in the Conſequences of his 
tranſgreſſion; how the ſufferings and death of 
one perſon ſhould avail to expiate the guilt of 
all mankind ; why all will not finally be faved; 
why the Saviour did not come ſooner into the 
world. 

AND laſtly, others will be calling you away 
with them to a nice and critical examination of 
the ſtrength and propriety of the external evi- 
dences of the goſpel; particularly they muſt be 
informed, why the en of Jeſus Chriſt 
was not more publick and attended with more 

convincing 
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convincing circumſtances ; or rather, why he, 
who through death alone was to overcome him 
who had the power of death, that is the devil, 
and deliver thoſe, who, being held in ſlavery by 
him, were oppreſſed with perpetual fears of 
eternal death ; why, I fay, this deliverer did not 
come down alive from the croſs; to give his ene- 
mies and revilers the conviction they required. 

THEsE, and a thouſand other curious queſ- 
tions, the true apologiſt will anſwer by one and 
the ſame ſhort argument, it is 20r7ten : the ſelf- 
conceited or imprudent chriſtian will call topical 
arguments to his aid; and forgetting that to a 


juſt and concluſive reaſoning on theſe ſubjects, 


the clear and full knowledge of facts is requi- 
ite; forgetting that every tranſaction, divine 
and human, muſt neceſſarily have it's inexplica- 
ble difficulties, to thoſe who are but partially ac- 
quainted with the circumſtances of it; forgetting 
that infidels themſelves have thought the provi- 
dence of God ſufficiently defended againſt 
atheiſts by the reflection that | 8 


+ ee Tis but a part we ſee, and not the whole” 


forgetting all theſe conſiderations, the weak or 


vain chriſtian will ſanguinely produce bis cauſe, 


| bring: forth his ſtrong reaſons to account for all 


theſe difficulties; . reaſons founded, not upon 
thoſe: facts and realities which lie hid in the 

counſels of God, and which are the only true 
key for opening and explaining them, but upon 
meer hypotheſis and conjecture, and therefore 


I | Eſſay on man. 
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eaſily oppoſed with equal ſtrength, by weapons 
drawn from the ſame inexhauſtible armoury of 
human wit. 5 3 4 
Ap thus it is, that the truths and doctrines 
of the glorious goſpel are become, of late years 
the ſubjects of debate to rhetorical declaimers, 
whoſe conteſt can come to no end, until one or 
other of the parties, either through meer fatigue, 
or a contempt of his adverſary, or the manifeſt 
fatiety of readers, thall throw aſide his pen. 
 WHarT hath led even well-meaning divines 
ſo widely aſtray from the written word of God, 
+ the ligb way in which even fools cannot err, 
into the thorny wilderneſs of doubtful diſputa- 
tion, is, a ſuppoſition which the ſubtle adverſary 
hath advanced, and they, have too haſtily adopt- 
ed, that a ſpeculative aſſent of reaſon to certain 
propoſitions contained in the bible, is at leaſt the 
main, the efficacious part of ſaving, juſtifying faith. 
The aſſent of the mind once obtained, will, it is 
ſuppoſed, (would to God experience warranted 
the ſuppoſition !) immediately begin to operate 
and produce a practice conformable to it. _ 
hath almoſt the whole effort of modern theology 
been bent to obviate every difficulty to ſilence 
every cavil of infidelity. Could this taſk be once 
effected, then would the heart, it is ſuppoſed, 
begin to follow the dictates of the underſtanding; 
the infidel would ſee and admire the divine beau- 
ty and harmony of the chriſtian ſyſtem, all his 
luſts would be ſubdued, and every thought and 
deſire within him be brought into ſubjection to 
reaſon, adopting the goſpel of Chriſt. 
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FAR different from this is the goſpel- account 
of faith. It will there be found to be, not a 
ſpeculative aſſent, but a principle naturally and 
eſſentially active, and ev2p1euern $i ayxTny, froth 
the firſt moment that it hath taken root in the 
ſoil, prepared for it in the heart by repentance 
and humility. Faith is that victorious principle, 
which, by the unſpeakable gift and favour or 
grace of God, is made to grow and ſpring up, 
not, as wild enthuſiaſm ſuppoſeth, inſtantaneouſ- 
ly, but by a gradual, ſilent growth, one knowerh not 
bow, ＋ in every ſoul which turneth itſelf to him 
with an awakened earneſtneſs of deſire to cleanſe 
itſelf from the foul contagion of eartly luſts, 
and to purify itſelf as God is pure. When this 
defire is once kindled in the heart, then doth 
the ſpirit of God begin to grow and live and 
make it's abode there; then doth that truſt and 
confidence and ſure reliance on Jeſus Chriſt the 
Saviour, then doth that implicit obedience to 
the divine will, (by which Abraham was juſti- 
fied) that active zeal for the honour of God and 
the ſalvation of mankind, begin to exert itſelf, 
which is all along in the holy ſcriptures repre- 
ſented, as the effect and work. of faith. If a 
meer ſpeculative aſſent, that aſſent by which the 
devils alſo believe, if this be at any time ſtiled 
faith, it is, as St. James aſſureth us, with no 
other ſort of propriety, than that with which a 
carcaſe, void of it's life and ſpirit, is ſtiled a 
man. The carcaſe is not a man, but would be 
ſo, if it were animated by it's ſpirit: the aſſent 
+ Mark 4. 26, 27. 
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of reaſon is not faith, but would be ſo, if it 
were animated by an heart effectually devoted to 
God, and earneſtly labouring to overcome the 
world with its various, groſs pollutions. 

_ Howevx therefore infidels may ſuggeſt, or 
miſtaken chriſtians believe, that the difficulty of 
converſion is over, when once the underſtand- 
ing hath aſſented to the truths of the goſpel, 
and that rational conviction naturally and neceſ- 
farily attacheth the will and affections; a little 
attention to experience, to the nature of the 
thing, or to the procedure of the divine architect 
will ſoon convince us, that the heavenly build- 
ing of faith muſt be erected in the heart in an 
utterly inverted order. Repent and believe the 
goſpel, (not believe the goſpel and repent) was 
the language of the inſpired forerunner of Chriſt, 
and of Chriſt himſelf, and of thoſe, who, by his 
commiſſion, went forth preaching every where 
that men ſhould repent. The ſoul muſt feel and 
lament it's own diſorders and corruptions, it muſt 
be converted, deſire and long for its cure, before 
it can be healed, even by the divine phyſician 
himſelf. In vain is the underſtanding addreſſed 
to, if there be in him, to whom you preach, an 
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
God;, an obſtinate unwillingneſs to renounce the 
luſts and ſelfiſhneſs of his corrupted nature, and 
to place, in an offered Saviour, that full truſt and 
reliance for all that he wanteth, and all that a 
good man can Slag for, which is the true, ſav- 
ing, juſtifying faith. It was thro' the want of 


this humble, penitent diſpoſition of the heart, 
„ 
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that the Jews did not believe on Him, though 
He had done ſo many miracles before their eyes; 
and the fame cauſe will ever produce the fame 
infidelity. - | | 

BuT when repentance and humility have 
opened the heart, by which man believeth unto 
righteouſneſs ; have prepared the way of God, 
and made ſtraight his paths in that intricate wil- 


derneſs; when once the affections ſtand bent for 


the reception of the goſpel, then will all things 


go on proſperouſly ; then will the penitent's en- 
quiries be regulated by gentleneſs and reverence z 
then will he with trembling earneſtneſs demand, 
what muſt J do to be ſaved? who is the ſon of 
God that I may believe on him? then will he, 
with meekneſs and fear, requeſt of you to ſet before 
him the doctrines of your chriſtian hope; 
and, the ſpirit of God directing and ruling his 
heart, he will feel the ſalutary importance of 
them: all his cavils will at once be over, and 
he will cry out with tears, Lord, I believe, help 
thou mine unbehef ! Caſt down all vain reaſonings 
within my heart ; be thou my light and my 
truth, and lead me forth into the land of righ- 
teouſneſs ? | 105 
THAT this is the true procedure of chriſtian 
preaching is acknowledged, is urged by thoſe 
writers, who, at the ſame time, unaccountably 
engage their leiſure and abilities in vain janghngs 
with our infidel-adverſaries. In the cloſe of their 
diſputation on the ſubject of the objections, which 
they undertook to refute, it is uſual with them 
to obſerve, that thoſe objections are not the real 
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cauſe of men's averſion. to chriſtianity. A re. 
luctancy to repentatice ; a defire to be free from 
the reſtraints of that ſelf-denial, to which the 
oſpel calleth mau kind; a fondneſs for the ſin- 
Fal lufts and paſſions of our corrupted nature; 
theſe, ſay they, lie at the bottom of men's 
hearts, and diſpoſe them to ſhut their eyes 
againſt the plain evidences of the goſpel. The 
allegation is moſt certainly true; but is it not 
wonderful, that the conſideration of it ſhould 
not turn the labours of theſe divines into 
another channel, calling them away from topical 
declamation, to the enforcing of thoſe points, 
which, in their own account, are the only 
groundwork of true chriſtian faith ? That it 
ſhould not dire& their whole efforts to that 
powerful ſpecies of preaching, which ever did 
and ever. will, when ſeriouſly addreſſed, work 
mightly in the hearts of all who hear it : that 
| preaching, which with an affectionate earneſt- 
neſs, joined to an exemplary holineſs of life, and 
a noble detachment from earthly things, diſplay- 
eth the preſent miſerable ſtate of man by nature, 
and the exceeding great love of our maſter and 
only Saviour, in undertaking to reſtore him to 
his original purity; in dying for our fins, and 
riſing again for our juſtification, and aſcending 
into heaven to make intercefſion for us. 

Bx it therefore, (let me cloſe all in addreſſing 
myſelf to you, the riſing apologiſts of the chriſt- 
ian cauſe,) be it your main concern to know 
the holy ſcriptures, which alone are able to 
make you wiſe unto your own, and the _ 
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of thoſe ſouls, which may hereafter be commit- 


ted to your charge. Theſe will furniſh you 
with materials for the true apology, for which 
every chriſtian 1s always to be prepared. But let 
it be your comfort, that you are entirely uncon- 
cerned in the vain taſk of attempting, or read- 
ing the attempts of others, to be wiſe above 
what is written; to juſtify and explain, by rhe- 
torical pleadings, thoſe ways of God, which he 
hath aſſured you, are paſt your finding out; 
imperfe& maſters as you are, of the whole train 
of facts and circumſtances concerned in them, 
and infinitely ſhort as your wiſdom is, of that 
Which was with God, which knoweth bis works, 
and was preſent when he made the world. || 
WuAaTEveR reaſonings the goſpel need- 
eth, lie in a narrow compaſs, and are founded 
on the ſure baſis of fact. The works, which ne- 
ver man did, bear witneſs to the worker that 
He is, what He declared Himſelf, the ſon of God. 
Behold the fortreſs, erected by the captain him- 
{elf of our ſalvation, of a chriſtian's reaſoning ! 
Let no proud conceit of your own underſtand- 
ings, tempt you to deſert it, in order to try 
your ſtrength with infidels on the treacherous 
ground. of metaphyſicks, where you are in the 
utmoſt danger of Lalling, not ſo much by therr 
1 as by the very vehemence with which 
you beat the air. Check and rebuke the vanity 
of your own hearts, when they whiſper to you, 
that the cauſe of chriſtianity would fink under 
their attacks, if you did not ſtand forth to reſcue 
Nia g.9. N 
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it. The word of God will be its own defence, 
quick and powerful as it is, and ſharper than 
any adverſary's two edged ſword. The infidel- 


rformance will and muſt receive applauſe 


from infidels, an applauſe which no attempt of 
yours can deprive it of ; but they who are chriſt- 
ans in their hearts will reject it, and continue 
ſtedfaſt and unmovable, not thro' your reaſon- 
ings, but knowing whom they have believed. 

B not then drawn aſide by the example of 
names, however great, to facrifice to vain glo- 
ry in your chriſtian or your clerical calling, Let 
the ſphere of the great apoſtle's theological 
knowledge be large enough for you. Reſolve 


not to know any thing, as chriſtians, ſave Jeſus. 


Chriſt and Him crucified. ' Diligently trace the 
great plan of human redemption throughout 
the holy ſcriptures, where it lieth before you in 
almoſt every page. But remove far off from 
you. the arrogant thought of hazarding, as far 
as in you lieth, the truth of the word of God, 
by reſting it upon ſome new- invented topical ar- 
gument, or by attempting to throw a new un- 
heard of illuſtration upon any of it's doctrines. 
It is owing to this vain-glorious ſpirit, that the 
bible hath, of late years, been made a ſtage, 
whereon theological adventurers were to diſplay 
their ingenious ſkill and dexterity. Not the 
plain and obvious ſimplicity of the goſpel, but 
the fancied diſcovery of ſome new beauty or 
propriety in the ſcheme or expreſſion of an in- 
ſpired author, is almoſt every day propoſed to 
eur admiration ; the exact train of tacit reaſon- 
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ings is laid open, on which ſome divine text is 
founded, and the unlettered Fiſherman is com- 
plimented with inſpiration, not for the reaſons, 
for which his epiſtle hath been received amongſt 
the canonical ſcfiptures, but for a chain of re- 
flections, arbitrarily aſcribed to him, which few 

chaps, beſides their ingenious autthor, would 

admit the juſtneſs of. + 

Bx not deceived with the flattering compli- 
ment which is often paſt upon the preſent times, 
that no age of the church hath been fo pecu- 
larly bleſt with able advocates for the chriftian 
cauſe. The preſent ſtate of religion amongſt us, 
compared with the number of books, which are 
daily coming forth upon that ſubject, is ſuffi- 
cient to convince vou, that the true chriſtian 
apology conſiſteth in ſomething elſe, utterly dif- 
ferent from learned or ſubtle argumentation ; 
m unleſs we are to admit, that religion is then 
ar moſt effectually ſupported, when the life and 
d, power of it are loſt and deſtroyed. It is granted, 


- that no age hath produced more of apparent 
n- zeal for chriſtianity. But is it for that chrift- 
es. ianity whoſe reſidence is in the hearts of men? 


he Which crucifieth this world with it's affections 
ge, and luſts? Which tendeth to make us like unto 
lay God by purifying our hearts, thro a lively, ac- 
tive, energetic faith, from all filthineſs of fleſh 
ut and ſpirit, petfecting holineſs in the fear of God? 
, Of Or, is it a bare zeal for the bible, as a ſyſtem of 
In- doctrines in the groſs, careleſs how thoſe doc- 


to trines are practiſed? A zeal for the honour of 
ll T Warburton's Serm. on 1 John 4. 20. 
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victory in what is called the academic exerciſe 
of wit? In a word, a zeal which leaveth off 
where it ſhould begin, ſpending it's ſtrength in 
vehement conteſt for the bare truth of the goſpel, 
and then neglecting to preſs, or but formally 
and coldly preſſing it's precepts, upon the 
hearts and conſciences of men? If ſome of the 
advocates for chriſtianity have farther and better 
views than theſe which are now ſuggeſted, it is 
at leaſt certain, that while they toil in endleſs 
diſputation, they miſtake the method by which 
Chriſt's holy religion is ſo to be cultivated, that 
it, may bring forth that copious fruit, whereby 
the father is glorified. of 
Vo will often be told indeed in oppoſition 
to theſe ſuggeſtions, that this is the very trium- 
Pant age of the church : that chriſtianity never 
.had fo efficacious influence on the lives of men 
as at preſent : that the goſpel, freed from the 
incumbrance of enthufiaſtick notions, and no 
longer the inſtrument of hierarchical tyranny, 1s 
now modelled into a rational ſyſtem, and di- 
rected to the promoting of it's true, or at leaſt 
it's principal end, the flouriſhing ſtate of civil 
ſociety : that chriſtian charity, the very bond of 
perfectneſs, every where aboundeth beyond the 
example of all former ages, and that the poor 
and needy were never ſo amply relieved, as by 
that noble ſpirit which now reigneth in every 
heart ; diſpenſing it's bounty like the God of 
heaven ; kind, like him, to the unthankful and 
the evil, and turning even the ſenſual luſts ” 
the 
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the profligate and abandoned, into a glorious oc- 
caſion of exerting the godlike virtue of charity 
AnD if your aim be only to keep pace with 
your ' neighbours, to embrace a political ſcheme, 
let me call it, of religion: if you wiſh only to 
ſee the flouriſhing ſtate of a nominal church, 
you will then readily acquieſce in this ſoothing 
account. Vou will be contented with a plan of 
chriſtianity accommodated to worldly _ and 
worldly pomp and ſplendor ;; warping the max- 
ims of the heavenly, to the falſe intereſts of an 
earthly kingdom: flattering the luſts and pride 
of thoſe who are holden and overwhelmed b 
them; palliating, and even applauding, for the 
ſake of certain Bei benefits which accidentall 
ariſe from it, the ſpirit-defiling luxury of rich 
men, who are clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and withhold not their heart from any joy; lul- 
ling them into a fatal ſecurity, by perſwading 
them that they may be chriſtians with the habi- 
tual renuneiation of every chriſtian temper; and 
beſtowing the praiſe and the rewards of the all- 
powerful virtue of charity on one ſingle, and 
that the leaſt ſincere, token of it's power in the 
heart; a power which, it is moſt evident from 
the whole tenor of the goſpel, doth not truly 
ſubſiſt, but where it diſplayeth itſelf in all thoſe 
various inſtances, which are enumerated by St. 
Paul in his conſummate character of chriſtian 
love. + 81 0 
Bur if your conſciences ſhould ſtart back at 
this true picture of faſhionable chriſtianity; if 
enz. 7 200 | 
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your honeſt, good, ingenuous hearts ſhould ſup- 
geſt to you, on comparing it's maxims with the 
doctrines of the bleſſed goſpel; that the ſoothing - 
gloſſes of the ſcribes and phariſees have made 
the commands of God of none effect, have ſti- 
fled the ſpirit of them, and robbed them of all 
their power unto ſalvation ; this ſuggeſtion, we 
may *% ope, will urge you to make haſte out of 
this broad way, which promiſeth life but leadeth 
to deſtruction z and to take him for your 
guide, who is the way, the truth, and the life. 
His word, unſophiſticated by flattering, quali- 
fying comments and paraphraſes, will inſtruct you 
to depend for ſalvation on nothing elſe, but that 
living faith in Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe true nature 
hath been already explained to yon; that faith 
which uniformly preſſeth the heart where it 
hath taken root, to devote and offer up itſelf 
continually a living ſacrifice to God's; glory: to 
keep a watchful guard, that it be not at any 
time overcharged and ſurfeited with, what the 
holy ſcripture: repreſenteth as the very badge of 
our ſlavery to fin, the cares of this world and the 
deceitfulneſs of riches and the luſt of the plea- 
ſures and pomps of life; and to conſider deeply, 
whether you may not yourſelves be far advanced 
in that fatal ſtate, while the faſhion of this world 
may flatter you to preſume chat all is ſafe and 
innocent, 

To this important end, it may be uſeful, ſe- 
tiouſly to compare your lives with thoſe of pro- 
feſſed infidels; and if you find no difference be- 
tween them, but what is made by a meer affir- 
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mation/and negation of cerain propoſitions, and 
perhaps a few outward, formal acts of religion; 
if the fame ſtrong attachment to pleaſure and 
amuſements, trifling at beſt, perhaps pernicious 
alſo; the ſame haſtening to be rich, the ſame 
truſt” in riches ; the ſame panting after worldly 
greatneſs, and the praiſe of men; if the ſame 
pride, and reſentment, and malice, and envy 
reign in either heart, then may you know, that 
the kingdom of God is not yet erected within 
you, but that your life and tempers are the ſtrongeſt 
refutation of every argument againſt infidelity, 
which your reaſon and ſubtlety can ſuggeſt. 
The infidel's reply would be, at leaſt by you, 
unanſwerable. In order, might he ſay, to become 
a chriſtian, if you are one, all I need is to 
embrace a ſet of bare, ſpeculative opinions; we 
are already alike in every other particular. I fol- 
low the moral parts of your goſpel: I obey the 
dictates of moral truth, (the pretence of eve 
infidel) and am not unmindful of publick and 
private charities : I give thanks for God's boun- 
ties by a free enjoyment of them: and if I love 
this world and the things of it; if my hopes and 
fears; my joys and griefs are all gov by it; 
if it is the ſtandard of all my ſchemes and mea- 
ſures of acting; if I attend to the advancement 
of my fortune as a great and important concern; 
if I flatter, bow to, and fav upon thoſe who 
can advance me: I hope, and fear, and joy, 
and grieve, and ſcheme, and judge, and act, 
and live like you. 
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LeT me conclude all, therefore, with what 
hath been often already, on the Apoftle's autho- 
rity, but cannot be too often ſuggeſted, that the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt effectual defence of our chriſt- 
ian hope is a blameleſs, chriſtian converſation. 
This is an argument adapted alike to filence, 
to ſhame the malevolent accuſer, and to engage 
the hearts of the ingenuous; and accordingly 
hath never been known to fail, efpecially when 
addreſſed to the world by thoſe who hold high 
and eminent ſtations, of wonderful ſucceſs. 

BuT be ever upon your guard that ye be not 
deceived by taking your meaſures of chriſtian 
converfation, either from the gloſſes and quali- 
fying comments of ſmooth-tongued prophets, or 
from the examples of | thoſe who wear the garb 
and form of religion, eſtranged all the while, by 
earthly habits and attachments, from it's power 
and fpirit. Remember what hath been now ob- 
ſerved to you on the ſure warrant of experience, 
that ſubtle, metaphyſical defences, new topical 
arguments framed for evincing the truth of 
chriſtianity, ſerve to little purpoſe beſides the 
idle amuſement of the curtous reader, and the 
vain reputation of the parading writer; have no 
tendency to advance the kingdom of God in the 
hearts of thoſe, who modeſtly and reverently 
enquire concerning the chriſtian hope of ſalva- 
tion, or to put to ſilence the ſtubborn adverſary. 
His moſt prevailing, however it be no reaſon- 
able, argument againſt the doctrine of the croſs, 
is it's little influence on the lives of it's pro- 
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feſſors; and the apoſtle hath, in the words of our 
text, ſuggeſted to us it's proper and indeed it's 
only effectual confutation ; © a good conſcience, 
« a blameleſs converſation in Chriſt :” a conver- 
ſation regulated by the plain rules of the bleſſed 
word of God, interpreted by an heart effectual- 
ly. and fixedly converted unto Him, and, thro” 
a living faith, victorious over the world: dead 
to the temptations of wealth and honour and 
pleaſure, and that empty praiſe of men, which 
is, for the moſt part, beſtowed with the greateſt 
profuſion on thoſe, whoſe hearts muſt give 
it all the lie: zealouſly diſpoſed, not only in 
the pulpit, or from the preſs, but always, in 
every thought, and word, and deed, to promote 
the glory of God in the ſalvation of the fouls of 
men : ly prepared to endure the croſs, 
deſpiſing the ſhame, of that perſecution, which 
all who will live religiouſly in this world muſt 
undergo from the hands of chriſtians falſely ſo 
called: nothing terrified by the imputation of 
ſingularity, affectation, enthuſiaſm, ſo conſtantly 
fixed upon a ſteady adherence to the plain 
and obvious dictates of the goſpel of Chriſt: 
above all things, engaged in earneſt and never- 
ceaſing prayer to God, that his good ſpirit 
abiding in us may open the eyes of our blinded 
underſtandings ; that ſo, we may know that ef- 
ficacious love of Him which paſſeth knowledge : 
that, the ſpirit of God. being our teacher, we 
may learn, what no human inſtructions, no 
admonitions of reaſon can teach us, to prac- 
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&« tice the good we know; to be holy, harmleſs, 
charitable, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners ; and 
in the number of thoſe bleſſed poor in ſpirit, 
thoſe pure in heart, who ſhall be accounted 


' worthy to obtain that world and the reſurrec- 


tion from the dead; who ſhall ſee God, and 
enjoy his heavenly kingdom in lite everlaſting. 
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